ST AMBROSE, B. C.                          [DEC, 7

order to regulate the manners of the clergy, that they might be the light
of the world, he composed, in 386, three books On the Offices of the
Ministers; in which, however, he often descends to general precepts of
morality adapted to Christians of all denominations.

One of St Ambrose's last actions was the ordination of St Honoratus,
Bishop of Vercelli.   A few days before he fell sick he foretold his death,
but said he should live till Easter.    Before he took his bed he continued
his usual studies, and expounded the forty-third psalm.   Whilst he dictated
this exposition, Paulinus, who was his amanuensis, looking up, saw a flame
in the form of a small shield covering his head, and by degrees creeping
into his mouth; upon which his face became white as snow, though soon
after it returned to its usual complexion.    " I was so affrighted thereat,"
says Paulinus, " that I remained without motion, and could not write what
he dictated till the vision was over.    He was then repeating a passage of
scripture which I well remember; and on that day he left off both writing
and reading, so that he could not finish the psalm."   We have this exposition
of St Ambrose upon the forty-third psalm, which ends at the twenty-fifth
verse, and nothing is said upon the two last.   He must have been already
sick;  for Paulinus assures us that when he was well he never spared the
pains of writing his books with his own hand.    After having ordained a
bishop of Pavia, he was taken so ill that he kept his bed a long time.   Upon
this news, Count Stilicho, the guardian and prime minister of Honorius who
governed the western empire, was much troubled and said publicly, " The
day that this great man dies, destruction hangs over Italy."   And therefore
sending for as many of the nobility and magistrates of the city as he knew
had the greatest interest and sway with the bishop, he persuaded them to
go to him, and by all means prevail with him to beg of God a longer life.
They went and, standing about his bed, with tears entreated him to inter*
cede with heaven for his own life for the sake of others;   to whom he
answered, " I have not so behaved myself among you that I should be
ashamed to live longer;  nor am I afraid to die, because we have a good
master.'*   He lay in a gallery, at the end whereof were four deacons dis-
coursing together who might succeed him.   They spoke so low that they
could hardly hear each other. Yet, when they named Simplician, the bishop,
though at a distance, cried out three times, " He is old, but good."   At
which they were so surprised that they hastened out of the place.    As
St Ambrose was praying in the same place, he beheld Jesus Christ coming
toward him with a smiling countenance.   This he told Bassianus, Bishop
of Lodi, who was praying with him, and from him Paulinus learned it.
The saint died a few days after.    The day on which he expired, he lay
with Ms hands extended in form of a cross for several hours, moving his
lips in constant prayer, though it could not be understood what he said.
St Honoratus, Bishop of Vercelli, was there, and, being gone into an upper